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combined 'with propaganda based on primitive ideas
. of “blood” and “race,” by skillful manipulation of
fear and hate, and by false promise of security. The
propaganda glorifies war and insists it is smart and
“realistic” to be pitiless and violent.

(You may find the foregoing material a useful basis
for a brief introductory talk.)

How It Starts

(Question: How does fascism get in power?
How can a violent program that enslaves the
people win any support?)

Fascism came to power in Germany, Italy, and
Japan at a time of social and economic unrest. A
small group of men, supported in secret by powerful
financial and military interests, convinced enough
insecure people that fascism would give them the
things they wanted.

They did so partly by clever propaganda and de-
ception. They promised the people that fascism would
bring them great power and prosperity. The details
differed from country to country but the general pat-
tern was the same. The Japanese spoke of a “greater
Asia co-prosperity sphere.” Mussolini mouthed hu-
manitarian ideals and promised a re-born Roman
empire. Hitler and his associates adopted the name
of National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi)
and announced objectives that attracted many German
people. The official title of the Nazi party was de-
liberately worded for its propaganda value, appealing
to “nationalists,” “socialists,” “workers,” and all
others who might be favorably influenced by these
labels. At the very time that the fascists proclaimed
that their party was the party of the “average citizen,”
they were in the pay of certain big industrialists and
financiers who wanted to run the people with an
iron hand.

The fascists promised everything to everyone: They
would make the poor rich and the rich richer. To
the farmers, the fascists promised land through elimi-
nation of large estates. To the workers they promised
elimination of unemployment—jobs for all at high
wages. To the small business men they promised
more customers and profits through the elimination
of large business enterprises. To big business men
and the industrialists they secretly promised greater
security and profits through the elimination of small
business competitors and trade unions and the crush-
ing of socialists and communists. To the whole
nation they promised glory and wealth by conquest.
They asserted it was their right, as a “superior people,”
to rule the world.

As soon as these methods had won them enough
of a following to form their Storm Troops, the fascists
began using force to stifle and wipe out any opposi-

tion. Those who saw through the false front of fascism
and opposed them were beaten, tortured, and killed.

The fascists knew that all believers in democracy
were their enemies. They knew that the fundamental
principle of democracy—{aith in the common sense
of the common people—was the direct opposite of
the fascist principle of rule by the elite few. So they
fought democracy in all its phases. At the same lime
that they proclaimed the “superiority” of the Germans,
the Italians, the Japanese, they proclaimed also that
the German, the Italian, the Japanese peoples were
really unfit to rule themselves. It became “Ileil
Hitler” in Germany, and “Believe, obey, fight” in Italy.

They played political, religious, social, and eco-
nomic groups against each other and seized power
while these groups struggled against each other.

How It Works

(Question: How could the fascists keep their
contradictory promises, once they got in power?
How did their program actually work out?)

It was easy enough for the fascists to promise all
things to all people before they were in power. Once
they were actually in power, they could not, of course,
keep their contradictory promises. They had intended
in advance to break some, and they did break those
they had made to the middle classes, the workers, and
the farmers.

As soon as the fascists_were in control of the gov-
ernment, the torturings and the killings were no longer
the unlawful acts of a political party and its hoodlum
gangs. They became official government policy.
Among the first victims of this official policy were
those farmers, workers, and small business men who
had believed the promises that had been made to
them and who complained that they had been “sucked
in.” Some simply vanished. Often they came home
to their families by return mail in litile jars of ashes.

The concentration camps and graves filled with the
opponents of fascism. Out went equality before the
law, free elections and free political parties, inde-
pendent trade unions and independent schools, free-
dom of speech and freedom of the press, and, in time,
freedom of religion.

Pastor Niemoeller was thrown into a concentration
camp in Germany; Cardinal Innitzer was “stoned,”
and Catholic priests were imprisoned. Jews were
murdered in cold blood and synagogues destroyed.
Christian ministers were ousted from Japan.

The fascists “solved” unemployment by converting
their nations into giant war machines. The unem-
ployed were either conscripted into the army or or-
ganized in labor battalions and put to work in war
plants.

nations, is a manifestation of vitality; its opposite,
staying at home, is a sign of decadence.”
—Benito Mussolini, 1932.

V. What is a scapegoat?

“Any animal or person to whom sins, evils, ill
luck, etc., is ceremonially attached, the victim then
being sacrificed or driven out, as symbolic of dis-
pelling the evils. Hence, a person or thing being
blamed for others.”

—W ebster’s International Dictionary.

VI
Communism and Fascism?
essentially the same?

What is the difference between
Aren’t they

In any discussion on fascism there will be some
who will argue that there are strong similarities
between fascism and communism. Under both sys-
tems, there is neither freedom of speech nor of press
as we know it. Both forms of government permit
only one political party. Both have a secret police.
But beyond this, there are important and funda-
mental differences in philosophy, aims, purposes, and
methods.

In their systematic destruction of all opposing
groups, Hitler and Mussolini had the communists first
on their list. Among the early opponents of fascism,
the communists were in the forefront.

Let us take three fundamental concepts—War and
Peace, Race, and The Purpose of the State—and see
how the two systems stack up. Since the Soviet
Union is associated in most minds with communism,
and is the only working example, reference is fre-
quently made to Soviet practice in the comparison
with characteristic fascist practice.

War and Peace

We have seen how, by its economic and political
structure, fascism means war. Fascism—whether in
Germany or Japan or Italy—has never been secretive
about its glorification of war and its aim of world
conquest. With the conquest of Ethiopia, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Manchuria, Poland, Norway, Den-
mark, Greece, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Bul-
garia, Rumania, Yugoslavia—fascism came close to
achieving its goal. This was one time when fascism
meant to make good its promise.

While the early leaders of communism in the
Soviet Union advocated world revolution, Stalin
modified that policy in 1927. He exiled Trotsky
and others who opposed his position that the great-
est Soviet contribution to world socialism would be a
demonstration to the world that socialism would
work in one country. On the record, the avowed
Soviet policy has been peace through international
collective security, if possible, or strong defenses by
its own efforts if collective security failed. Originally

excluded from the League of Nations, the Soviet
Union joined in 1934. During the next five years
it took a strong stand for collective action against
aggression. After the Munich sell-out in September,
1938, pursuing its realistic policies, the Soviet looked
to its own protection. The Soviet made a non-aggres-
sion pact with Germany in 1939 which the Nazis broke,
and a five-year non-aggression pact with Japan in
1941. Through pledges at the conferences at Moscow,
Teheran, and Yalta, and through daily repetitions to
its people, the Soviet has reaffirmed its aim as lasting
peace through international cooperation.

This attitude toward peace has been recognized
by leading Americans. Former Under Secretary of
State Sumner Welles said: “When the Soviet Union
entered the League of Nations, even the most obstinate
were soon forced to admit that it was the only major
power which seemed to take the League seriously.”
Donald Nelson, former chairman of the War Pro-
duction Board, stated: “I know from what I saw
and heard in Russia that the leaders and the people
of that great country are anxious to work with us.
They know that only world cooperation and enduring
peace can produce the rapid internal development
of Russia which is their main concern.”

“No, we do not need to fear Russia. We need to
learn to work with her against our common enemy,
Hitler. We need to learn to work with her in the
world after the war. Russia is a dynamic country, a
vital new society, a force that cannot be bypassed in
any future world.”

—Wendell Willkie in “One World.”

“Our countries are joined together in a high cause
and I fully share your confidence that the unity of
purpose which binds our peoples and countries to-
gether in the prosecution of the war will be trans-
lated into a close and lasting collaboration together
with other likeminded countries in the establishment
of a just and enduring peace.”

—President Roosevelt to Soviet Ambassador,
4 October 1943. )

Race

The peoples of fascist nations are led to believe
that they are the “master race,” or ‘“Herrenvolk,”
superior to all other peoples, and that it is their
divine mission to dominate the earth. Fascism created
and exploited racial hates to acquire a following, to
disunite nations, and to enslave the peoples of Eu-
rope and Asia:

“The only differences which exist are those be-
tween the Nordic humans on one side and the animals,
including the non-Nordic humans and the inferior
humans on the other side.”

—Dr. H. Gauch, leading German racial theorist in:

New Basis of the Racial Sciences, 1935.



Aoy ], *doys-05008 1)) 91 ‘onurm B ur 9z1uods1 p[nom
sugorrowy jeyl uSreroy, Surqowos ST 31 JeYl oq
1St uorear IpY], pos st Jorodwa IY) JRYl Uiyl
01 9YI] OYM 10 ‘QWIOY Ul SOIUOD[B(Q WIOI} sayoaads o3
ua)si] 0] 91| oym ‘sexusems oy oym sjdoad Suoure
A[uo puy nof jeyy rernoad Suryowios s ‘Aes ySrm
oWOs ‘WSOsE "BOLIDWY Ul o0 wstose] nd o1 dnoid
£ue jrouad 3,upnom L3yl 1By} ‘O] Jo Aem onEIOOWSD
o) uo pJos a1e A°Y} 1BY) ‘UBWIS 00] 9IB SUBOLIDWTY
18y} Aes pnom £oyJ], . /PeOIqE PolEajop UL SBY
I I5]j8 BOLISWIY O} 9WOD wWspsej uey),, uonsenb oyy
0} “ON” oguqdma ue SA!g plﬂo[ﬂ SHBDIIQIIIV Q[IIOS

o1y uaddeqy 1] uwe)

*UONBUTWIOP P[IoM pu® ‘1013 Amlmm
‘sjoyjIew 0] WSIOSE] Jo TaSuny S[qenesur oy} aseadde
0] Iayliny 9snjol A[[eUy SUONEU JOYIO USYM SOWIOD
1em oyy, ‘Aorjod uSre10} 1s1osej JO SULWINISUL SB
Jlej I0113] PUB UOT]EPIUIUL USYM SIUWI0D IBM Y],

‘IEM [enjueAd sueow—dn-jes Arejijiua pue
‘[eonuirjod ‘(1008 ‘OTWOU03 AIUS S)I—WSIIsE] Aq uae]
ainseaur Axaa7] ‘ystrad Io Jenbuoo jsnwt 3] -epojdxe
10 puedxa jsnuw 3] uorssarf3e ur pajoor are sarrod
[BUIdXd pUE [BUIAUI S]] C[[IIS PUBIS joUUBD WSO
-se] C[[im 18 paddoss aq jouued jey} s9010f £q uaALIp
SI U9Y] puB §31BAI0 WIS[OSB] ‘s901A9p 9soyl [[B g
“pPueple|y
“901pI'] ‘mrepIanoy 90udF] ‘1t £Lofud 01 303 usae Auely
‘USIP[IYO PUB ‘USWIOM ‘USWI SSI[ASURJOP PuB poulIBun
Surpy jo Suriou yurypy o1 paSeinoous azem Loy,
‘Yorono0d B Suy[iy jo SuIylou Uiyl oA\ UINIdA
uey) 2ouanbasuod exow ou jo axom o[doad Ioyio 3By}
[99] WY} 9)BUI 0} S)SIOSE} 9yl I0] £sea sem 1T ‘BOpI
208l Iejseur,, oy} uo pjos a1am o[doad i1y} eouQy
‘PlIoM 9y} anx
pue 1anbuod o} Linp It pue S 1LY Yloq sem 3
(U2ABSY] JO suog,, se jey) 1ySne; orom esauede[ ayfj,
*9[LI 0] UIO| JI9M SUNET 1BY} SWLI} OYIIUSIOS,, oye]
ur p[o} 9IdM SUBI[EI] 9], ‘Y[O} I9ss3] JoO suorssassod
pue pue| 9y} 01 PS[IUd I0BY ILISBIA,, B 9Iam Loy
| 1Y) SUBWLIDS) By P[O} O[I[] USYM 1T Kusp A[ajes pnoo
Augwrioq ur JSIUALOS ON *S[00YYS Ay} sk pawearad pue
pa[o11u0s A[[njaIeo se 9q 0} SBY QOUIIIS ‘Q0UAIIS [[B
jo sSurpuy oy 01 L1enuoo L[rejdwod s 9oL  I0LIO}
-ur,, pue  Jouadns, jo 1deouod smp sourg croriad
-ns, seM 90wl IY] jeyl 1ySney arom ofdosd oyj,
‘uonjeonpy jo
IoISTUTy 1ZeN oy pres  ‘Aury oy Iof uoneredaid oy
SI [00yDS OYJ,, “Yeam oY) Isro Suons oy jo Auue
-14) peyjexa pue paynsn( ‘Ajs1earun o3 uslreSIopury
woxj ‘waisks [ooyos oy, ‘IeM Surkjuio[s jo ysey oYy
o1 1nd arom [[e—o3e)s ‘soraowr ‘orper ‘ssoxd ayJ,
1sanbuoo jo Aem Aq—owry onp ur sayorx
Ioqio pue Jemng 198 pnom Loyr pjoy ezem ojdoad
A13uny oyj, IWNq jo pesjsul suny,, sem uedols

1ZBN YV CIS[II PoweaIos
18oI3 owo009q sey uely, ‘rurjossnly pres ‘A[sno
-103uep aAry, ‘1sanbuoo 10y axsep B ‘aem 10} Ismf
B 9Inunu sjs[sel oy} ‘1u9u.1&0|dulaun 01 uonnjos,
oy} se surgoew Iem oy jo Surpping oy Ajusnf of,
*fnp 1oy Sunrem pue ‘ApesI sI ouryoBwr Iem ayJ,

‘ojins emadiad ySnoxrpy

“

“IBM SUBOW 90I0] ‘SIIBJE uB[RI0}
U] °90I0] puB ‘I10113] ‘UONEPIWIUI—SIIEJB OTISaWOP
UL Pasn SPOYIoW 9WES Y] (IIM WY} Jojje s203 31 puw
‘S191BW Y} SJUBM [[1}S UOHBU ISIOSE] O} ‘9580 Jafjiia
UL (e gl ssowrsng oq 3up) mox XN
se|3no(] 9ag) ‘uonaduwod istose} ssapyint ayy o doay
0] SIALLIEQ 9peI} 10919 isnW £dY} IO ‘SUOTIBU ISIISE]
oy} Jo seorad JeOIY-INd Y} 9o ued A3y} I0qe| AAR[S
UM JeY) 0§ ‘WISIOSB] 0] 11083 IOYJId ISNW SUOTIEU
921} AYJ, °P[I0OM Y} JO SUOIIBU 931} dY] [[9sIapun o}
9[qe 9B §ISIOSB] AU} ‘I0qR[ QAR[S IIAY) O] AN(] ‘SUOTIEU
Surjedwoo sjeurWId 03 pue spyrew uSeroy axmboe
01 paoio} are Aoy os pue “yesd 1y dn oard pue
wpsAs J19Y) UOpUBR(E 0] 3SO0YD JOU Op SISIISE] Y[,

‘ouI0Y JB P[OS 8 jouurd
18} spood jo snidins Sununowr a1y} jo asodsip 03 §193
-IBUI M3U IOJ peoiqe ooy 10 ‘UIQISAS 81{1 uopueqge o}
QABY JI9YIIQ SIOPBI| 1SIOse] 9[{] I(HBHIUQAQ JBY} sueaw
SIYJ, ‘Ioqe[ dAe[s IY} Yiim sonpoad Loy spood ayy
JO $S9] pue ss9] Anq 0] 9[qe a1e os pue ‘SSQ[ pue ss9
ured o3B3 151osef € jo adoad oYy JBYl UGAS QABY O

(¢4vm 01 poa) K1qunaa
-up wssnf $30p 1 ouo sn awa] Kayi pam
‘auow suonvu 1s10svf 2ava] am ] :uoysany))

SIBA\ = WSISE]

'peop 1o ‘orxo ur ‘rref ur dn punom ‘systjerrsnpur
qwos Surpnpour ‘drysiojedip oy ur sroujred oq-pnom
Auepy padind,, 01030101} 91oM 1940 axel WA pad[ay
Py oym osoy} jo awos puw sjoys-81q,, L11ed ayy jo
QWIOg  ‘PAIBUIWI[d 9I9M SIDPED] ISIOSB] SWIOS JI IopEa]
1stose} 1od omod pue J0O] 9I0UI 9 P[NOM AIBY], ‘SIdq
“wow uMo §3t woij ojes sem doj uo Jued a1} uaad j0u
QuUomuI2A03 9y} JO [OIUOD Ul 9IOM S]SIOSE] 9y} 20UQ)

Adosndwod s1 panqryoud jou Suryifieas yorym s2pun
ounnos v s1 wswsoy,, :poureldwod wnora Addeyun
au() ‘suorieoia 1yJi[s 1oy pasodwr udjjo Kpeuad yreop
oyl yiMm ‘paje[nder sem 9JI[ Jo [IEl9p 1se] AIaAj

+paonpoxd sty spood oy Jo ssa pue sso] Anq 0}
9[qe 215M Aoy ‘ssa] puv sso] paures Aoyl sy 9s1n0d
jo ‘pQUHOQP QIdOQd AN Jo sasseur ay jo sp.uzpmus
Surar] oyj, -suoyerodiod doy Y} Jo [01ju0d pa[qqof;‘
usy} sisrosey 2y ‘sasBD QUIOS uy 'dO] uo [njpuey
o} 10§ 19YSIY [[IIS PISLAIOUL 91oM SjJord—suLry ssou
-ISN( pazis wnipawl pue [[ews 9y} A[[eroadse—uonnad
-woo [eurdjur [[B no Surdim g -1oyour moid ppnod
WsIose} UBl pue PGZ!pISqﬂS oym asoy} jeyy os ‘{ouowx
§89] pUB §S9] IO] IOPIBY puB IJUO[ JIOM O} UIALIP oq
pinoo aydoad Sumnjrom sy ‘suorun ey jo pasnde

jo uosuedxa oy 03 ‘Aes 03 st jeyy ‘oxrdury o3 Aouop
U9} oy} wistose I0] ‘I 12w 0] 95eInod a1 aaey
oym sojdoad ay3 uodn Liqou jo duress oy sjnd pue
sor310ue uBWNY [[B uoIsud} IsoyBry I 01 dn sfunq
ouofe 1ep * * * -s0ead [enjediad Jo Lrun ey ur Jou
Lqussod oy up xoyieu sersreq ¢ ¢t WSIOSEY,,

¢apojdxa 1o pundxa wsisnf smpy ‘Al

“' b ".[UHOSSHW jo dgqsmmqagp a1 pawod[em
‘s1a103uT [ernsnput pue Suryueq Ia31e[ oY) pUB SjUSW
-9 A1euorpear ayy Aj[eroadss,, jeyr sojuM ‘ojElg JO
Arejproeg 1opup) Iowwioj ‘9[pp\ Teummg ‘Afeil jO

« °° sii8 Lrejunjoa oy Auo sepnpour sup jeqy
‘1249M07 ‘poojsIopun aq jsnur J “Iea B SyIBwW Uoj]
-[lw oM} je pejewnsa oq Aew sjzey 9yl o] Ansnpur
Amaat{ £q uaar3 sjunowe o ‘I[B ul [[y ° * * ‘swonnqun
-u0d Iroy} oxewr o} uedaq suorjerodiod [ernsnpur Siq
ayl jeyp 1amod jo ainzies rzey oY) Sutpadcord sieaf
18e[ o) Surnp sem 3[,, :9j01m oY ‘Aurwiias) Suraee]
Toyye uonum “soppy pwd | “Yooq sy U] gg6T se
Ajaea se spung sizey oyy Suiard panrwpe ‘sisyensnp
Ul URWIBY) 2y} Jo ISOIi[edM oY} ‘usssAy], zif

¢S1S198Df UDPYDI] puD UPW
~129) 9y3 papsoddns sisasoyur LKipjipuu puv
prouvuy nfiemod oy1 onay 11 sy CIi[

"gv61 Arenue[ 1 “ompy ydjopy— P L
s jo ofdpund oy [[ed pInom [ yorym Lre
-uosrad yo Luoyine jo ojdpunid oy pue ¢uononusep
jo oqdrourzd oy st 1ooga [eorrid Pamo[[e SI I Joas
-1ayM ‘yorym “Aoeroowap jo sjdrourid oy :sajdrourzd

pesoddo £fjeornourerp om) 9as [ ‘dn ums o * * .

‘OF61 10qUIR( 6F 77202500y IUIPISILI—

“'QOE.I m:umq Gl{] SAB'[SHG pUB
Q]EI!!HIOP (a1} nsd PUE Jamod JO QQUEH[B A(IOI{UI'I ue S!
11 ‘uorssaxddo woxy AjruSip 1oy pue wopaary IRl
pue saafeswoy} 300301d 01 uswom pue uswr Surdedsar
-}[95 ‘Lmu!plo }0 uogun ' jou S! ],I 'PG)!I.IQAOS Ql{l JO
JUIsU0d Om uo paan mauxu.laAoS ' jou S! ]I BISV

91l

jo saeig payu) ' 10 adoinj jo sojelg pejtup) ®

jo oysoddo A1aa oy st 19p1o mou posodoxd oy,

¢pasoddo Kyworygow
0P wsPspf puv Loppowap ouy ‘II

VY61 03Ny Qg ‘ounr] f N ‘@ousinwT H g—
« Poaridop pue
[Pnio ‘03ABS MOY I0JEWI OU ‘SANIO0NE UEUWLISY JO
L1015 fue osorpaq o3 poedsrd mou we | “youeprepy
jo uomoedsur ajjy  sowo ueunes FuneSnuseaur
ssoyy Aq epewr woneSoqie A10a0 Surysijqeise A[zeep
‘0uaplad oR[dwod Yons WM PajuoIju0d W] |
9ABY I2A2U Jnq ‘uolu[) A0 oYl ur suoyeSuseAur
fiwone snosoumu e jussord usaq eAry |  *pasdl]
-9 9q 01 uess o jsnwr jey} aoe[d Ay SI sIYE, ¢ v *
"s1ead 9o1y) 1sB] S} UI payyry asem edoinyy ur L13unod
L1080 Lpreou wory suosiad (0Q‘0pS‘T st Aueur se
18 sonuoyne ystjoJ pue 191a0g Aq palewinso seMm 1
yorym ut ‘yresp jo uononpord oyj oy a8noy Ieary
d[qeIA B seMm yoigm ‘youeprepy 1e dweo wonen
-Ud0U0D UBULIDS AYl—Ti18d Y} Jo 908} 9y} uo aoeld
9[qLuIa] jsowr oy} uses isnf eaey [, Moueprepy
("6V "ON MTV.L AINYY 99S) "I50] ST 18M 211 JI uasd
ooead oy urm 0} pauSisap st 11 ‘sowous Suruayeom
A 'S[ENpIAIPUI JO IOpINW S[ESA[OYM 1B SB [[oM SB
QOUDISIXd DIWOU0dd pue ‘woifipr ‘sfurpesj [euonEu
‘ofenSue] ‘ermind ‘suopmnsur [ewos pue [eoniod
oeaSaquistp 03 swre 1] suoneu pue sdnoid [eroex
amud suoneroudd 1oy 9[ddid o no odim o3 st 1t
PuUIyeq BIPI Y], ‘ULIP[IY0 PUB USWIOM DUE SJUBjEq
-wod-uou juadouur Surpnpour ‘sapdoad s[oym jsurele
tem Ajduns susowr If  ppG ‘90va [EUONRUILUY
10} juawsopuy o1deure]) ayy £q paysrjqnd ‘upywary
erydey £q  seornuno) pardnooy up eny sy, ur
( Bury,, 10§ opro uney oYl pue 9ol Io} sous$
¥o219 oY) woIj) eprooudd, se 0} paimjer Affeoru
-Yoo) T sistose} IzeN oy 4q pasn suodesm [earjoqerp
sow 2y jo sug sdwe) Yiwa( Aprouds),,

Jonay sanon.id
18108Df uvwiid9 fo sariols Y1 Gy |

[eroe Arejmoudiddng

‘yoam  spy1 panpuo  s1

uossnasyy 4104 auipmQ oyl

‘prewy Livuswa)ddng fo souviiodwr oy fo asnvoag

*£311noas Jo saspwoxd os[e} £q pue ‘iem jo
sa110[3 o1y pue 0B, PuB ,POO[(,, JO SEAPI UO paseq
epueSedoxd £q o0107 £q tomod ur Aejs siswse]

M3}
o} £q JuoWUIGA0S UBLIBILIOYINE UE ST WSIOSE, X
*KovIoowap

jo ausoddo omp—drysiogeorp e st wspse]

JTSIosE] ST jEyp D
'qauep{ew pne nm{an(] 9){'['[ SQOBI(I ]l’!OqB

189y oM sﬁuglp /quiroy 21 1qnop Auewr “EIIIS!()SB}” Jjo
Sutueow oty noqe anfea o18 sueoLewry Auely ‘g

¢ WISTOSe], JO 9Sneddq JIem Je BN YV

:S]H}Od PQ]SQSBHS 'papuaurmoaa.x ST .IQPEQI HOESSHOSEP
o1 £q |1 £1030npOXJUL SINUINL-US) 0} AT 1IOYS Y

SIOPUI] UOISSHISI(] 0] SPIY




might feel that we’d laugh it out of existence in a
hurry.

(Question: Do all fascists come from Ger-
many, Japan, or Italy?)

In a good many European nations, the people felt
the same way some of us do: that fascism was foreign
to them and could never become a power in their land.
They found, however, that fascist-minded people
within their borders, especially with aid from the
outside, could seize power. The Germans, of course,
made efficient use of fascist-minded traitors whom we
have come to know generally as “the fifth column.”

In France, which was considered a leading democ-
racy of Europe, the betrayal was spearheaded by a
. powerful clique of native “100 percent French” fas-
cists. Norway had its Quisling who was as “pure-
blooded” a Norwegian as Laval was a “pure-blooded”
Frenchman. The Netherlands’ Musserts were “100
percent Dutch,” Belgium’s Degrelles “100 percent
Belgian,” and Britain’s Mosleys “100 percent British.”
The United States also has its native fascists who say
that they are “100 percent American.” There were
native fascists in the Philippines, in Thailand (Siam),
in China, in Burma, in many other countries—all
waiting to become the willing puppets of the Axis.
Not one of these fascists is a “foreigner” who had to
be imported from Germany, or Japan, or Italy.

(Question: Have any groups in America used
fascist tactics and appeals? )

Most of the people in America like to be good
neighbors. But, at various times and places in our
history, we have had sorry instances of mob sadism,
lynchings, vigilantism, terror, and suppression of civil
liberties. We have had our hooded gangs, Black
Legions, Silver Shirts, and racial and religious bigots.
All of them, in the name of Americanism, have used
undemocratic methods and doctrines which experience
has shown can be properly identified as “fascist.”

Can we afford to brush them off as mere crackpots?
We once laughed Hitler off as a harmless little clown
with a funny mustache.

In January 1944, 30 Americans, many of them
native born, were indicted by a Federal Grand Jury
on charges of conspiring with “the Nazi party to ac-
complish the objectives of said Nazi party in the
United States.” These objectives, according to the
indictment, included undermining and impairing “the
loyalty and morale of the military and naval forces
of the United States.” The case ended in a mistrial
caused by the death of the presiding judge. The
question of re-indictment is still under consideration.

Whenever free governments anywhere fail to solve
their basic economic and social problems, there is
always the danger that a native brand of fascism will
arise to exploit the situation and the people.

[4]

Can We Spot It?

(Question: How can we identify native Ameri-
can fascists at work?)

An American fascist seeking power would not: pro-
claim that he is a fascist. Fascism always camou-
flages its plans and purposes. Hitler made demagogic
appeals to all groups and swore: “Neither I nor
anybody in the National Socialist Party advocates
proceeding by anything but Constitutional methods.”

Any fascist attempt to gain power in America would
not use the exact Hitler pattern. It would work under
the guise of “super-patriotism” and “super-American-
ism.” Fascist leaders are neither stupid nor naive.
They know that they must hand out a line that “sells.”
Huey Long is said to have remarked that if fascism
came to America, it would be on a program of “Ameri-
canism.”

Fascists in America may differ slightly from fascists
in other countries, but there are a number of attitudes
and practices that they have in common. Following
are three. Every person who has one of them is not
necessarily a fascist. But he is in a mental state that
lends itself to the acceptance of fascist aims.

1. Pitting of religious, racial, and economic groups
against one another in order to break down national
unity is a device of the “divide and conquer” tech-
nique used by Hitler to gain power in Germany and

in other countries. With slight variations, to suit’

local conditions, fascists everywhere have used this
Hitler method. In many countries, anti-Semitism
(hatred of Jews) is a dominant device of fascism. In
the United States, native fascists have often been
anti-Catholic, anti-Jew, anti-Negro, anti-Labor, anti-
foreign-born. In South America, the native fascists

use the same scapegoats except that they substitute

anti-Protestantism for anti-Catholicism.

Interwoven with the “master race” theory of fas-
cism is a well-planned “hate campaign” against mi-
nority races, religions, and other groups. To suit
their particular needs and aims, fascists will use any
one or a combination of such groups as a convenient
scapegoat.

2. Fascism cannot tolerate such religious and ethi-
cal concepts as the “brotherhood of man.” Fascists
deny the need for international cooperation. These
ideas contradict the fascist theory of the “master
race.” The brotherhood of man implies that all
péople—regardless of color, race, creed, or nationality
—have rights. International cooperation, as expressed
in the Dumbarton Oaks proposals, runs counter to the
fascist program of war and world domination.

In place of international cooperation, the fascists
seek to substitute a perverted sort of ultra-nationalism
which tells their people that they are the only people

in the world who count. With this goes hatred and
suspicion toward the people of all other nations. Right
now our native fascists are spreading anti-British,
anti-Soviet, anti-French, and anti-United Nations prop-
aganda. They know that allied unity now foretells
the certain defeat of fascism abroad. They know that
post-war allied unity means world peace and security.
They realize that fascism cannot thrive or grow under
these conditions.

3. It is accurate to call a member of a communist
party a “communist.” For short, he is often called a
“Red.” Indiscriminate pinning of the label “Red” on
people and proposals which one opposes is a common
political device. It is a favorite trick of native as
well as foreign fascists.

Many fascists make the spurious claim that the
world has but two choices—either fascism or com-
munism, and they label as “communist” everyone
who refuses to support them. By attacking our free
enterprise, capitalist democracy and by denying the
effectiveness of our way of life they hope to trap
many people.

Hitler i d that only f: could save Europe
and the world from the “communist menace.” There
were many people inside and outside Germany and
Italy who welcomed and supported Hitler and Musso-
lini because they believed fascism was the only safe-
guard against communism. The “Red bogey” was a
convincing enough argument to help Hitler take and
maintain power. The Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis, whose
aggressions plunged the world into global war, was
called the “Anti-Comintern Axis.” It was proclaimed
by Hitler, Mussolini, and Hirohito as a “bulwark
against communism.”

Learning to identify native fascists and to detect
their techniques is not easy. They plan it that way.
But it is vitally important to learn to spot them, even
though they adopt names and slogans with popular
appeal, drape themselves with the American flag, and
attempt to carry out their program in the name of
the democracy they are trying to destroy.

How To Stop It

(Question: How can we prevent fascism from
developing in the United States? )

The only way to prevent fascism from getting a
hold in America is by making our democracy work
and by actively cooperating to preserve world peace
and security.

Lots of things can happen inside of people when
they are unemployed or hungry. They become fright-
ened, angry, desperate, confused. Many, in their
misery, seek to find somebody to blame. They look

for a scapegoat as a way out. Fascism is always
ready to provide onme. In its bid for power, it is
ready to drive wedges that will disunite the people
and weaken the nation. It supplies the scapegoat—
Catholics, Jews, Negroes, labor unions, big business
—any group upon which the insecure and unemployed
can be brought to pin the blame for their misfortune.

We all know that many serious problems will face
us when the War is over. If there is a period of
economic stress it will create tensions among our
people, including us as returning veterans. The resent-
ment may be directed against minorities—especially
if undemocratic organizations with power and money
can direct our emotions and thinking along these
lines.

The fascist doctrine of hate fulfills a triple mission.
By creating disunity—it weakens democracy. By get-
ting men to hate rather than to think—it prevents men
from seeking the real cause and a democratic solution
to the problem. By fake promises of jobs and se-
curity, fascism then tries to lure men to its program
as the way out of insecurity. Only by democratically
solving the economic problems of our day can there
be any certainty that fascism won’t happen here. That
is our job as citizens.

Citizenship in a democracy is more than a ballot
dropped in a box on Election Day. It’s a 365-days-
a-year job requiring the active participation and best
judgment of every citizen in the affairs of his com-
munity, his nation, and his country’s relations with
the world.

Fascism thrives on indifference and ignorance. It
makes headway when people are apathetic or cynical
about their government—when they think of it as
something far removed from them and beyond their
personal concern. The erection of a traffic light on
your block is important to your safety and the safety
of your children. The erection of a world organiza-
tion to safeguard peace and world security is just as
important to our personal security. Both must be the
concern of every citizen.

Freedom, like peace and security, cannot be main-
tained in isolation. It involves being alert and on
guard against the infringement not only of our own
freedom but the freedom of every American. If we
permit discrimination, prejudice, or hate to rob
anyone of his democratic rights, our own freedom
and all democracy is threatened.

What is true of America is true of the world. The
germ of fascism cannot be quarantined in a Munich
Brown House or a balcony in Rome. If we want to
make certain that fascism does not come to America,
we must make certain that it does not thrive any-
where in the world.

Next Week: HAVE WE THE MANPOWER FOR THE JOB AHEAD?
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